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ABSTRACT: 
Expectations play a crucial role in determining the behaviour of many economic decision makers. The recent 
financial and economic crisis has highlighted the importance of expectation dynamics for economic 
development, the success of firm strategies and public policies. The Innovative Training Network ExSIDE aims 
at improving our understanding of the role of expectation formation and social influence for economic 
dynamics and for the optimal design of economic policy. This agenda will be pursued by combining an 
interdisciplinary research agenda with an innovative European joint doctoral training programme, which 
provides Early Stage Researchers with a broad range of expertise and skills needed for a thorough analysis of 
expectation formation processes and their role in Economics. Both the research projects and the training 
activities will combine work in Behavioural Economics, Psychoanalysis, Opinion Formation, Network Theory, 
Agentbased Simulation and Economic Modelling in different areas. The academic training will be 
complemented by extensive Transferable Skills Training Measures, Inter-Sectoral Training Measures, provided 
by non-academic partners, and Career Development Training. Interaction with stakeholders, policy makers and 
the general public will play an important role in pursuing the ExSIDE agenda and disseminating the results. The 
ExSIDE consortium consists of eight leading European universities and nine non-academic partners. Each Early 
Stage Researcher will be hosted by two universities, has a secondment with a non-academic partner and will 
graduate with a joint or double degree. The research and training in ExSIDE will ensure world-wide 
employability of the ExSIDE graduates inside and outside academia and will also boost the ability of European 
institutions and companies to develop efficient policies and strategies. ExSIDE will reinforce the establishment 
and long term sustainability of structured European joint doctoral programmes in Economics. 
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