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ABSTRACT: 
The aim of the project is to study the characteristics of the marblecarrying ships in Roman times and the 
identification of the transported marble through the documentation and study of the Capo Taormina 
shipwreck (Sicily) as an integral part of a larger project. Due to the particular morphology of the seabed and 
to the characteristics of the site, the shipwreck site will also offer the opportunity to test and develop 
underwater multiimage photogrammetric techniques. From a methodological point of view, aim of the 
project is to obtain and produce: 
1. a 3D underwater photogrammetrical documentation test on the cargo of columns lying ona sloppy 
seabed; 2. a precise and impressive technique for 3D visualization with Rhinoceros which can be useful for 
both research and education purposes; 3. a method of reconstruction, in a 3D environment, of the cargos 
and shipshapes from which one can export models in Model Maker and Autohydro environments to 
understand the displacement, the trim and the nautical properties/data of the ship. 
The project will also allow training of students in the maritime archaeology course at the Ca’Foscari 
University. 
The project is an opportunity not only to acquire new knowledge, but also to promote the underwater 
cultural heritage allowing physical and virtual access to the site by amateur divers and the general public. 
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