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ABSTRACT: 
The rapid social, economic, and technological changes characterizing our society in the recent 
years are having several effects on many complex and dynamic processes of human health. We 
focus, in particular, on the recent upward trend in longevity, and on its relation with current and 
future morbidity and disability patterns. The joint analysis of such processes, which plays a key role 
in many public health systems, requires novel qualitative and quantitative paradigms. Our mission: 
to explore factors and mechanisms of the longevity evolution in the recent years, to link this with 
morbidity evolution and its potential causes. 
Our approach: relying on a multidisciplinary team, we would like to take advantage from the 
availability of several data sets, merging public health and epidemiological theories to a data-driven 
approach to explore, with sufficiently sophisticated and innovative tools and models, also what, so 
far, we believe it has been too little examined. 
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