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ABSTRACT: 
The project Re.Novella aims to reconstruct the defining features of the genre of the novella over a 
period encompassing the fifteenth century and the first half of the sixteenth, assuming the years of 
the Tridentine Counil as the furthest chronological limit. Both collections of novellas and individual 
novellas circulating independently (the so-called “spicciolate”), in the vernacular and in Latin, will be 
the object of the research. 
Over and above a comprehensive survey of the fifteenth- and sixteenth-century tradition of the Italian 
novella, the project’s main objective is a reflection on the genre’s statute and diverse modulations in 
comparison with the ever-present model of Boccaccio’s «Decameron». The census of the texts will 
lead to the construction of a database (Re.novella) contaning basic information (author’s name, title, 
language, etc.) as well as more specific details (MS and/or print tradition, plot, characters, etc). 
These are meant to support the research of literary historians and the work of future scholars and 
editors of critical and annotated editions. 
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