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ABSTRACT: 
This project proposes an interdisciplinary socio-historical approach to the study of the meaning of 
care since the late 19th century in Italy, from a European comparative perspective. 
All European societies are seeking to strike a balance between public and private care 
responsibilities in eldercare. Some shared assumptions appear to characterise the academic and 
policy debates: a) care is a fixed set of responsibilities and tasks that can be allocated to different 
actors; b) family care belong to a common past, c) the welfare states diminished or changed the 
role of family care, d) family care in weaker states is turning to an unprecedented crisis. Provided 
that very little is known about what care was in the past, the project challenges these assumptions 
by investigating the varying and changing meanings of care. 
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