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ABSTRACT: 
This research project aims at investigating the patterns of power and practices of government during 
the consolidation of the Carolingian domination in Italy. It will focus more particularly on the years of 
Lothar I’s reign (822-850). 
The project intends to analyse from a top-down perspective the strategies, tools, levels of innovation 
and ways of representation of political rule and, from a bottom-up approach, the mutual interaction 
between central authority and local power. Such an interaction was an expression of the real nature 
of Carolingian governance. 
In order to achieve this, a prosopographical open-access and open-source database will be 
designed, which will record basic and specific information on the officials and other agents of power 
- including their roles, itineraries and mutual relations - to be represented by chronological maps and 
socio-political network diagrams. In this way, we hope to fill the gap which, over the last twenty years, 
has often cut off Italian medievalists from the international debate, both in terms of historiographical 
approaches, and in relation to open access research tools. 
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