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an interdisciplinary programme 
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challenges of today

The MA programme in Comparative International Re-
lations (RIC) is the product of a long-standing collabora-
tion between the department of Linguistics and Compa-
rative Cultural Studies and the department of Economics 
at Ca’ Foscari University. The programme offers a unique 
opportunity in Italy to study international relations from 
an interdisciplinary perspective. 

After following a common track involving the study, at an 
advanced level, of international history, law, economics, 
politics, and English language for international relations, 
RIC students specialise in the study of specific geographi-
cal-political or thematic areas (the Americas, East Asia, 
Eastern Europe, European Union Studies, Global studies). 
The study of the language of international relations in 
English and in a second language consistent with the 
chosen path enables students to acquire high-level com-
munication skills, indispensable to both understand and 
represent international phenomena. 

With diversified emphasis depending on the chosen path, 
RIC students can focus on the historical origins, as well as 
the political, juridical, and economic implications, of some 
of the main processes at work in today’s international af-
fairs:

•	 the	interactions	among	state	actors,	with	an	emphasis	
on players such as the United States, China, the Euro-
pean Union, Brazil, Japan and Russia; 

•	 the	dynamics	of	 regional	 integration,	 cooperation	and	
conflict in the Americas, in East Asia and in Eastern 
Europe, as well as the challenges facing the European 
Union;

•	 global	economic	integration	and	dis-integration,	as	well	
as the interactions between social and political pheno-
mena across long distances.

The programme traditionally offers plenty of opportuni-
ties, such as seminars and conferences, to engage with 
scholars from all over the world. Among the many that 
have held courses and lectures at RIC in the last ten years 
are Ennio Di Nolfo, Gilles Kepel, Odd Arne Westad, Shum-
pei Takemori, Akira Iriye, John Ikenberry, Silvia Federici, 
Donatella Della Porta, Colin Crouch, Rosemary Foot, Jon 
Elster, Federico Finchelstein, Luisella Pavan-Woolfe. 



RIC promotes numerous opportunities to come into direct 
contact with international realities, both through exchan-
ges with universities all over the world, and through 
internships at national and international institutions. 
Specific meetings are organised on a yearly basis to pro-
vide students with practical information on international 
careers, and RIC students have various opportunities to 
take part in simulations of the working of international 
organisations (such as the Model United Nations and 
Model European Union). 

The interdisciplinary education and linguistic compe-
tences acquired through RIC enable graduates to pursue 
careers in public administrations, international organisa-
tions, NGOs and private companies, in think tanks for re-
search and communication about international realities, 
and in institutes for the ideation and monitoring of inter-
national cooperation programs. In addition, the Master’s 
Degree in RIC enables participation in ministerial compe-
titions for diplomatic service and the continuation of stu-
dies in research doctorates. 

Curricula
•	 the	Americas
•	 East	Asia
•	 Eastern	Europe
•	 European	Union	studies	(ENG)
•	 Global	studies	(ENG)

Web site

https://www.unive.it/pag/25543/

