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Summary

1) Introducing watery heritage

2) The idea of ‘hydrophilia’ 

3) The recovery of waterscapes as ‘blue spaces’ 





Surface hydrography as 

water heritage

(Antonio Vestri, 1709, watercolor map)
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Fluvial morphologies in North East Italy



Rivers with different seasonal runoff



Tagliamento river with its braided feature



Dense network of small streams originating from the line of springs



From natural springs ….



…. to historical rural landscapes



Spread of agricultural interests and Palladian villas



Water mills as pre-industrial factories



Collecting stories from old people



Iconographies as repository of water memories



Water engineering and painting: 
Cornelius Meijer (1629-1701) e Gaspar van Wittel (1653-1736)



Van Wittel and Tiber river vernacular landscapes









Emotional Waters



Water mobilities as the perfect interaction with hydrosphere





Bike paths and angling



Swimming, plunging, throwing flat stones



Plein-air painting



Writing and meditating



Yi-Fu Tuan: emotional relationships 

between human being and places



Hydrophilia

• Ancestral perception concerning aesthetic experience

• Physical stimulation of senses

• Involvement of mood and emotions

• Essential connection with physiology and vital needs



From backwaters to the culmination of urban aesthetic



Inland waterfronts





Could we talk about a kind of 

“waterways turn”?

• Not only due to human physiology

• Consider increasing freshwater depletion

• Waterways: from “cultural corridors” to “blue spaces”

• Incorrect management of freshwaters

• Urgence to deal with world-wide decay of inland hydrography as 

cultural assets

• Role of new social attitudes







In urban sprawl  rivers are seen as obstacles to developments: the 

case of Passaic river in New Jersey 



Rivers as Landscapes of Fear

Buriganga river (Dhacca)                            Citarum river (Java)



Fluvial sense of place

• Long term coexistence among people and their watery environment

• Intangible heritage

• Emotional relationships with hydraulic features

• Evolution of water-based practicalities

• Wide range of cultural expressions



New environmental policies along historical waterways



Re-establishment of 
meanders 

2003  and  2004



2008 



Re-meandering a small river
(2007-2008)





Worldwide hydrographies as endless repository of  water stories




