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The historical well-heads of Venice



Historical importance of rainwater 
harvesting in the Mediterranean area

Cistern in the cloister of the monastery of S. 
Francesco de Paola, Grottaglie (Puglia, Italy)

Source: P. Maranò, ‘Le cisterne per la raccolta dell’acqua 
piovana a Grottaglie’, Architetture nel buio, 2007



Importance of Venice 
historical case study

Source: Atlante della laguna (Venice 2015): http://cigno.atlantedellalaguna.it/maps/47/view 



How Venetian rainwater cisterns worked

Source: D. Gentilcore  (2021). ‘The cistern-system of early modern Venice: technology, 
politics and culture in a hydraulic society’, Water History, 13, pp. 1-32 (open access)



The cisterns of Venice: Back to the future?

New student 
residence at San 
Giobbe, Ca’ Foscari 
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