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Early Modern Cosmology [ENG] ​
Institutions and Metaphysics of Cosmology in the Epistemic Networks of 
Seventeenth-Century Europe 

Principal Investigator: Pietro Daniel Omodeo​
Length: 60 months (start date 01/11/2017) ​
Grant: € 1.999.976 (Horizon 2020 - ERC-2016 - COG) 

The focus of this project is the competing 
confessional discourses on cosmology of the 
seventeenth century, an epoch in which religious 
conflicts originated opposing ‘epistemic cultures’, 
which were embodied in scholarly institutions and 
networks such as the Protestant web of northern 
European universities or the global web of Jesuit 
colleges. In the Early Modern Period cosmological 
controversies (over issues such as heliocentrism, 

plurality of worlds, space, infinity, cometary theory, celestial matter and fluidity) were 
heated and amplified by increasing political and confessional fragmentation. It considers 
parallelisms and contrasts, negotiations and intersections of seventeenth-century 
cosmological discourses between scholars, institutions and scientific communities 
belonging to different epistemic cultures. 

DomEQUAL [ENG] ​
A Global Approach to Paid Domestic Work and Social Inequalities 

Principal Investigator: Sabrina Marchetti​
Length: 57 months (start date 01/09/2016)​
Grant: € 1.199.976,00 (Horizon 2020 - ERC-2015 - STG) 

The DomEQUAL project had a three-fold aim:​
to provide new theoretical insights on 
transformations in the social position of paid 
domestic workers, focusing on the social, 
economic and legal ‘fields’;​
 to contribute beyond the state of the art to 
feminist scholarship on the “intersectional” 
character of social inequalities;​
to explore the role of different social actors in the 
“strategic field of actions” of labour rights for 

domestic workers. 

This was done through a comparison between the transformations in the situations of 
PDWs in recent decades (1950s-now) in the following countries: Spain, Italy and Germany 

https://www.unive.it/pag/35129
http://www.unive.it/data/persone/14840389
https://domequal.eu/
http://www.unive.it/data/persone/12774777


in Europe; Colombia, Ecuador and Brazil in South America; and India, Philippines and 
Taiwan in Asia. These nine countries were chosen because of their different positioning 
within the process of globalisation, the specificities of their socio-cultural contexts, and 
because they have all experienced significant mobilisations for domestic workers’ rights. 

K4U - Knowledge For Use [ENG] ​
Making the Most of Social Science to Build Better Policies 

Principal Investigator:  Eleonora Montuschi​
Length: 72 months (start date 01/11/2015)​
Grant: € 2.092.125,00 (Horizon 2020 - ERC 2014-ADG) 

“Research is an investment in our future,” states 
the Horizon 2020 programme. When it comes to 
social policy, however, we still lack a clear 
understanding of how to make effective use of 
research outcomes. K4U aims to address this 
gap. It has developed a radically new framework 
for applying the social sciences to the design of 
better social policies. This framework builds on 
an ambitious philosophical investigation of social 
science technologies, involving an in-depth 

reconsideration of the concepts of objectivity and deliberation, as well as the role of values 
at the science–society interface. 

ARISTOTLE ​
Aristotle in the Italian Vernacular: Rethinking Renaissance and Early-Modern 
Intellectual History (c.1400 – c.1650) 

Principal Investigator: Marco Sgarbi​
Length: 60 months (inizio 01/05/2014)​
Grant: € 1.483.180,00 (7th Framework Programme - IDEAS - ERC-2013-STG) 

Funded by an ERC Starting Grant, this project aimed 
to deliver the first detailed and comprehensive study 
of the vernacular dissemination of Aristotle through 
a series of analyses of his primary texts. The 
research examined works belonging to the two 
major Renaissance domains of speculative 
philosophy (metaphysics, natural philosophy, 
mathematics, and logic) and civil philosophy (ethics, 
politics, rhetoric, and poetics). Building on their 
respective areas of expertise, two research 

teams—based at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice and the University of Warwick—focused 
their investigation on these broad fields of inquiry. 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/k4u/
http://www.unive.it/data/persone/5593030
http://www.unive.it/data/persone/10995620

