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EarlyGeoPraxis [ENG] - Positioned Cosmology in Early Modernity: The 
Geo-Praxis of Water-and-Land Management in Venice 
Principal Investigator: Pietro Daniel Omodeo; Length: 48 months (from 1/9/2020 to 31/08/2024); 
Grant: € 319.996,00 (Progetto FARE – Bando 2018) 

Credits: Bondesan A., Meneghel M., Rosselli R., Vitturi A. 
(Eds), (2004)​
EarlyGeoPraxis investigates the link between cosmology 
and geological practice in the early modern period, 
focusing on the “water city” of Venice, an example of the 
nature-civilization relationship, in the light of questions 
raised by current debates on the Anthropocene about the 
consequences of the anthropic transformation of the 
earth-system. The project integrates the cosmological 
research which is currently conducted in the context of the 

ERC GoG “Institutions and Metaphysics of Cosmology in the Epistemic Networks of 
Seventeenth-Century Europe”. It examines the practical dimension of astronomy, in particular the 
materiality of cosmography, and the management of the territory that constitutes the 
socio-ecological basis of cultural policies. Comparative, historical and global studies will also be 
undertaken, in order to broaden the perspective of the investigation. 

StaR-Map - States of Radicalization. Mapping New Semantics of Political 
Violence in Europe 
Principal Investigator: Tomasello Federico; Length: 24 months (from 01/4/2020); Grant: € 
102.700,00 (SPIN 2019 – Measure 1 – Call di Ateneo) 

The category of radicalisation has become the 
hegemonic signifier in descriptions of contemporary 
terrorism, thereby assuming a central role in studies of 
political violence. Nevertheless, both the definition and 
the substantive content of this notion remain the subject 
of lively international debate, accompanied by growing 
doubts regarding its analytical rigour and heuristic value.​
StaR-Map proposed an in-depth exploration of the 
multiple layers of meaning associated with this concept, 
with the aim of redefining the epistemological framework 

of radicalisation studies and moving them beyond the narrow focus on Islamist fundamentalism to 
which they have thus far largely been confined. The project sought to assess the heuristic value of 
the category of radicalisation for investigating the names and forms of violence in the 
contemporary world, and to construct an empirical and conceptual map of the main typologies of 
political violence shaping the current European landscape. 

cONSONaNCE - “tOward a multimodal theory of harmoNy. from pythagoraS 
tO NeuroscieNCEs, and back” 
Principal Investigator: Di Stefano Nicola; Length: 24 months (from 01/10/2019); Grant: € 
114.000,00 (SPIN - Call di Ateneo) 
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https://pric.unive.it/projects/earlygeopraxis/home
https://www.unive.it/data/people/14840389
https://www.unive.it/data/people/23902254
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Discovered by Pythagoras more than two thousand years 
ago, the phenomenon of consonance represents a 
fundamental concept in musical theory and aesthetics. At 
the time the project was launched, this phenomenon still 
lacked a definitive explanation in psychological, 
neurophysiological, or physical–acoustic terms, making 
consonance one of the most debated topics in the current 
research landscape. 

Using a multidisciplinary approach that combines 
aesthetics and musicology with psychology and 

neuroscience, the project investigated the multimodal and crossmodal perception of consonance, 
examining whether consonance can emerge through different sensory modalities and whether 
sensory integration is influenced by the degree of consonance of stimuli presented across different 
modalities. 

iThread - Italian Theatre Reverberated: An Artistic Diaspora Across Central 
Europe in a Multilingual Context 
Principal Investigator: Tatiana Korneeva; Length: 24 months (from 01/05/2019); Grant: € 
111.770,00 (SPIN - Call di Ateneo) 

The project analysed Italian theatre from an 
interdisciplinary perspective as a paradigm for 
understanding processes of knowledge transfer between 
Western and Eastern Europe during the eighteenth 
century, in light of the intersections between theatre 
history, musicology, and cultural studies. iThread adopts 
the perspective of Italian drama, as it allows for a close 
examination of the circulation of dramatic repertoires, 
also in relation to the mobility of actors and singers. The 
aim of the project was to examine a corpus of dramas 
and librettos that occupied a central position in the 

performance of absolute power in eighteenth-century Europe. Staged both in the original language 
and in German, French, and Russian translations, this multilingual corpus constitutes a European 
cultural heritage that has not yet been adequately discussed within dramaturgical criticism.​
Videos (8 episodes on YouTube): "Road Trip to St Petersburg: Suitcase repertoire of Italian 
Theatre practitioners"  

Mnemedance - Memory in Motion. Re-Membering Dance History 

Principal Investigator: Susanne Franco; Length: 35 months (2019-2022); Grant: € 49.043,75 (SPIN 
2018, Misura 2, Call di Ateneo) 

Photo credits: Sara Lando​
MNEMEDANCE aims to inquire into the relationship 
between dance and memory and to rethink dance history 
as a discipline that can make an impact on the adjacent 
areas of arts and humanities. Dance history may 
contribute to reconceptualizing the past as an ongoing 
process rather than a sum of acquired knowledge when 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS14nEmsMkNje8SR3gI4Qa7r9_kfRblVV
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS14nEmsMkNje8SR3gI4Qa7r9_kfRblVV
https://www.mnemedance.com/
https://www.unive.it/data/people/12016053
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adopting memory as a research tool. In dance, memory is always active because it implies the 
movement of the bodies performing and transmitting it. MNEMEDANCE investigates the dancing 
body as a tool for remembering and archiving experiences and cultures, and movement as a 
strategy for preserving and transforming meaning. It also aims to question the canonical 
genealogies of artists and traditions that historians have often employed without taking into 
account forms of removals, oblivion or resistance. It also seeks to challenge the common 
assumption that dance is a form of ephemeral and non-reproducible knowledge, analyzing the role 
of dancers and choreographers in the construction of collective knowledge and memories, their 
preservation, transmission and accessibility.  

TRUST IN SCIENCE - The pragmatic and ontic debates 

Principal Investigator: Eleonora Montuschi; Length: 28 months (from 01/02/2019); Grant: € 
51.000,00 (SPIN - Call di Ateneo) 

The research framework created the theoretical, 
intellectual, and practical conditions for fostering a 
well-informed and reflective debate on the issue of trust 
in science. Discussing trust in science within the context 
of the contemporary “knowledge society” may appear 
self-evident. On the contrary, science today faces a 
significant decline in perceived reliability—partly due to a 
general erosion of trust in democratic institutions, and 
partly to the difficulty of coping with the complexity of 
contemporary global challenges, which require equally 
complex solutions and the mobilisation of broad-ranging 

forms of expertise that are not always mutually compatible. Conflict, uncertainty, and 
disagreement among scientific experts are often interpreted as outright indicators of distrust in 
science’s capacity to produce knowledge that is both reliable and socially useful. Rethinking the 
foundations of trust in science within a framework that brings into dialogue the theoretical 
conditions and the practical applications of scientific knowledge provides an indispensable 
starting point for revitalising a serious public discussion on the role and social function of science. 
The aim of this research was to identify and assemble a network of expertise around these issues, 
connecting them across different domains and applied contexts. 
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https://www.unive.it/data/people/5593030
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