
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

Textual Heritage for 
the 21st Century
Exploring the Potential of 
a New Analytic Category
Join us for the first symposium entirely dedicated to “textual 
heritage” and the many opportunities this new cultural pa-
radigm may offer. What is the role that literature, historical 
chronicles, musical scores, inscriptions, manuscripts, books 
and scrolls play in the process of creation of heritage and in 
the negotiation of cultural identities both in the past as well as 
in the 21st century? How do issues of authenticity, authorship, 
ownership, and the relation between tangible and intangible 
heritage do change in the process of reading, writing, copying, 
translating, performing texts? A dozen scholars from different 
disciplines and areas, and in different stages of their career will 
discuss various aspects of texts and literacies that have been 
excluded so long from most of the debates about heritage. 

Two keynotes by Wiebke Denecke (MIT) and 
David C. Harvey (Aarhus U.) will open each of the 
first two days and a final roundtable will close the 
three-days work program. 

22-24 March 2021
Attendance fee: free
Registration required: www.unive.it/textualheritage
This project has received funding from the European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under 
the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No. 792809, 
“WHEREAL: World Heritage and East Asian Literature – Sinitic 
Writings in Japan as Cultural Heritage”

Department 
of Asian and North 
African Studies



DAY 1  (22 MARCH)   12:00-16:00 (CET) 
12.00 Welcome and introductory remarks

12.15 Wiebke Denecke

13.15 Coffee break

13.30 Steven G. Nelson The origins and development of tablature notation for Japanese 
‘Tang music’ (tōgaku)

14.15 Gayathri Iyer

15.00 Coffee break

15.15 Vanessa Paloma 
Duncan-Elbaz

Cancioneros: North African Judeo-Spanish songbooks 1761 - 
2021

DAY 2  (23 MARCH)   12:00-15:00 (CET) 
12.00 Introduction

12.15 David C. Harvey KEYNOTE - Myth, reality and revelation: tracing a biography 
of textual heritage on Dartmoor

13.00 Coffee break

13.30 Emanuele M. Ciampini
Francesca Iannarilli

Textualization and cultural heritage in the Pyramid Texts: 
the project ‘Ancient Egyptian / Italian Dictionary’

14.15 Heidi Buck-Albulet Renga revival movements in contemporary Japan - What do 
they teach us about ‘textual heritage’?

DAY 3  (24 MARCH)   12:00-16:00 (CET) 
12.00 Introduction

12.15 Isabelle Lavelle

13.00 Wayne de Fremery

13.45 Coffee break

14.00 Franz Fischer

14.45 Coffee break

15.00 Gerlini / Giolai / 
Denecke / Harvey

ROUND TABLE - Do we (actually) need “Textual heritage?”

Organised by: 
Department of Asian and East African Studies (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice)

In collaboration with: 
Global Japanese Studies - Top Global University Project – MEXT (Waseda University)

Department of Humanities

With support from:

KEYNOTE - “Textual heritage”: Déjà-vu or catalyst for history 
making and writing?

From text to stone to flesh: Intangible translations in the 
Dancing Ganá of Chalukyan art

From chanson to uta. The canonization of French symbolist 
poetry in early 20th century Japan.

        
          

    

Digital strategies for the decanonisation of textual heritage

Representing the sound of “sound” in a Korean poem— 
An exploration of what might count as hextual heritage 
and how we might study it

E. Gerlini / A. Giolai

E. Gerlini / A. Giolai

E. Gerlini / A. Giolai


