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In order to incorporate the New World within European conceptual and economic frameworks, a 
natural and political discourse that justified European hegemony was developed. But, at the same 
time, some alternative narratives and practices questioned this Eurocentric discourse. Authors 
such as Bartolomé de las Casas and Alonso de la Veracruz not only defended the ability of 
indigenous peoples to govern themselves, but also modified the hegemonic image of the world by 
transferring the central natural qualities to the Americas. These more positive interpretations were 
also applied in the case of the Valley of Mexico whose representations used to show a suitable 
water governance, similar to the depictions of the lagoon of Venice. This harmonious coexistence 
between Mexico city and its lakes was based on traditional indigenous knowledge, whose 
expertise was recognized by Spanish rulers. But with the turn of the 17th century, the balance was 
broken as urban dwellers developed new narratives and projects to drain the lakes to protect the 
city of Mexico by transforming the closed basin into an open valley.
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