
Wednesday 
2019 Dec 18
h. 3.00 – 4.30 p.m.

Malcanton Marcorà 
Palace, 
Aula Valent 
Dorsoduro 3484/D, 
Venice

Introduction by 
dr. Charles Wolfe

Guests hosted by 
the ERC endeavor 
EarlyModernCosmology 
GA 725883

Department of 
Philosophy and 
Cultural Heritage

Workshop ERC EarlyModernCosmology

Rethinking Early 
Modern Vitalism
Emanuela Scribano Ca’ Foscari University of 
Venice, Department of Philosophy and Cultural 
Heritage  
Barnaby Hutchins Ghent University
Rodolfo Garau Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, 
Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage  

Vitalism at the crossroads of history and philosophy of biology, is both a scholarly 
object and a controversial object. In discussing La philosophie de la biologie avant la 
biologie, this workshop reflects on issues including ‘vitalism: metaphysical or not?’, 
‘can biology do without vitalism?’ and the relations between vitalist theories and 
other models like mechanism, monadology, organicism.


