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Life Stories of Deaf Seniors 
 

The Exposé  
 

 

Website  

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/ausstellung/598123.html 

 

Video Introduction in German Sign Language with German Subtitles  

https://vimeo.com/322830322 

 

Editors 

Christa Gaisbichler and Jana Hosemann 
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Background 

Since 2016, our collaborative research teams at the Universi-

ties of Göttingen and Hamburg have studied these and other 

questions as part of a unique project to document the life 

stories of Deaf seniors. To date, we have conducted almost 50 

interviews with Deaf people born during the 1930s and 1940s. 

Interviews with Deaf Senior Citizens 

Project title and sponsorship:  

1.  “A digital archive of old signers‘ linguistic and cultural heritage“ (EU, Horizon 2020)   

2. “(Un)sichtbare Lebensgeschichten — Dokumentation des Lebens, der Kultur und der Sprache älterer tauber Men-
schen“ (Land Niedersachsen, Pro*Niedersachsen) 

How did Deaf people live 70 years ago? What schools did 

they attend? How did they communicate with the majority of 

hearing people? 

In these interviews, the seniors talk about topics such as growing up in Nazi Germany and their lives 

after the war up to the present. These interviews provide a unique socio-cultural, historical and lin-

guistic perspective from an almost invisible community within our society. 

A team of 13 students and three lecturers (Jana Hosemann, Jens-Michael Cramer and Markus Stein-

bach) have made it their goal to make the content of these interviews accessible to the general public 

for the first time. Over the course of many months and in the context of a project seminar, we de-

signed and built a mobile exhibition integrating the contents of the interviews in a creative and acces-

sible manner. 

The result of this project is a versatile exhibit with exciting insights into the world of the modern and 

historical Deaf Community in Germany. Through our research, we have been able to gain a deeper 

understanding of the Deaf Community, and we would love to share this knowledge with you! 

Conception and Design 

You can rent our Exhibition! 



- 2 - 

 

Our goals 

The Deaf Community in Germany represent a cultural and linguistic minority about which the majority 

of the hearing population knows very little. While persistent prejudices about Deaf people and sign 

languages circulate, little knowledge about German Sign Language (DGS) and the Deaf community is 

made accessible. The resulting lack of understanding leads to an intensification of the existing com-

municative barriers for both Deaf and hearing people . 

In other words: Everyone is welcome! 

We Want to change this! 

Our exhibit is designed to target a broad group of people: young and old, Deaf and hearing as well as 

those with and without background knowledge of German Sign Language and Deaf Culture in Germa-

ny. 

 

Attendees to our exhibit will leave with a new appreciation for Deaf Culture, and together we are ta-

king a small step in the direction of inclusion and equality in our society. 

With our exhibit, we aim to raise awareness not only about the experiences of Deaf people in Germany 

but also about how their language and culture enriches society as a whole. An overarching goal of this 

project is to fight prejudices against the Deaf Community and show that living conditions for Deaf pe-

ople in Germany were sometimes very harsh — and still are in some places. 
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The exhibition 

Accessibility 

Videos 

For linguistic accessibility, the texts on pos-

ters and illustrative objects are also available 

via QR codes as sign language videos 

(German Sign Language and International 

Sign). 

Excerpts from interviews with Deaf 

seniors, as well as film excerpts from 

major films produced by the Deaf 

Community provide additional visual 

input. All videos are subtitled. 

Historical objects and documents from the 

Deaf Community are presented in showcases. 

Objects 
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The Exhibiton 

Hands-On! 
With our hands-on displays, we encourage 

visitors to engage even more closely with 

the Deaf Community. 

 

What is it like to only communicate via lip-

reading? And how much do you know about 

Deaf Culture and German Sign Language? 
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Dimensions 

Area 1  

Topics: School, Education and  
Occupations, Family and Deaf Clubs 
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Dimensions 

Area 2   

Topic: Sign Language 
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Dimensions 

Area  3  

 Topic: National Socialism 
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Impressions 
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General Information 

cost 

Topics 3 areas featuring 6 topics:  Deafness and National Socialism, Sign Languages,  

Deaf Schools, Occupations, Family and Deaf Clubs.  

Interactive stations, texts in uncomplicated language, QR-codes with translati-

ons in German Sign Language and International Sign, visual aids alongside texts  

(pictures, pictograms, drawings, etc.). 

Size 

Electricity 

Show cases 

Duration 

Accessibility 

€3500 

 

It is recomended to display the exhibition for 4 to 8 weeks. 

Total: ca. 110 m² 
 

Area 1:   ca. 77 m² 

Area 2: ca. 17 m² 

Area 3: ca. 12,6 m² 

3 power outlets for television sets; if required, power for additional lighting. 

3 to 4 lockable show cases are needed for displaying historical objects. 

Setup and 
Disassembly 

Our contribution 
Our team in Göttingen will organise transportation as well as setup and disas-

sembly of the exhibition. Help at the event location is always appreciated. 

Setup takes 2 to 3 days before the event, and disassembly lasts 1 to 2 days after 

public access to the site. 

Public  
relations 

We will gladly supply a variety of photos and texts for public relations and local 

advertisment. Unfotunately, our services do not include the expenses of print-

media or other forms of advertisment. 

Opening 
event 

We are happy to organise an opening event together with the responsible lo-

cation organisers. This would also be a great opportunity for a guided tour 

through the exhibition.  

Included: 

• Transportation 

• Setup 

• Disassembly 

Not included: 

• Advertising 

• Insurance (recommended) 

• Event location 
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Behind the scenes 

Hannah 

Fecht 

Christa 
Gaisbichler 

Isa 
Kroeschel 

Annika  
Mittelstädt 

Dorothee 
Nyga 

Benita 
Pangritz 

Sidonie 
Hänsch 

Rieke  
Giese 

Sonja 
Dietschi 

Judith  
Kalinowski 

Wei 
Huang 

Franziska 
Thießen 

Franziska  
Karger 

Students 

lecturers 

Jana  
Hosemann 

Jens-Michael  
Cramer 

Markus  
Steinbach 
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Contact Details 

Dr. Jana Hosemann 

(Coordination and Lead) 
 

jana.hosemann@phil.uni-

goettingen.de 
 

Tel. +49-551-39 22260 

Fax. +49-551-39 7511 

Dr. Jens-Michael Cramer 

(Coordination and  

Accessibility) 
 

jens-michael.cramer@phil. 

uni-goettingen.de 
 

Fax. +49-551-39 7511 

Prof. Dr. Markus Steinbach 

(Coordination and Lead) 
 

markus.steinbach@phil.uni-

goettingen.de  
 

Tel.: +49-551-39 9491 

Fax: +49-551-39 7546 

Georg-August-Universität Göttingen 

Seminar für Deutsche Philologie 

Abteilung für Linguistik 

Christa Gaisbichler 

(Construction) 

 

c.gaisbichler@stud.uni-

goettingen.de 
 

 

Käte-Hamburger-Weg 3 

37073 Göttingen 

WEBLINKS 
Exhibition: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/ausstellung/598123.html 

Video introduction in German Sign Language with German subtitles: https://vimeo.com/322830322 

Visual Credits 
The team in Göttingen, Sven Grünwald, Cornelis Kater, Göttinger Tageblatt (http://www.goettinger-tageblatt.de/

Campus/Goettingen/Ausstellung-ueber-taube-Menschen-an-der-Universitaet-Goettingen (16.01.2019, last cited 

10.03.2019)) 
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Göttingen, April 2019 


