
The Department of English, _ 
in aSSO('iation with The College of Liberal Arts, University College and Extension Services, Associated Students, Inc., 

UNICO National, and The Italian Cultural Institute, 
pn,,;ents 

John Fante 
The First Conference 

May 4-~,-.199.5 
California State University, Long Beact,. 

Twelve years after his death in 1983, John Fante continues to: 
speak to new generations of readers both in the U.S. and abroad. 
His books, which are set in Colorado and in locales throughout 
Callfornla--from Laguna Beach, Long Beach, Wilmington, 
downtown L.A. and Malibu, out to the Mojave Desert, and up to 
the fictionalized northern California town of San Elmo-present an 
original and engaging picture of American life from the early 1930s 
through the early 1980s. Long popular among general readers, 
Fante's humorous, compassionate, and accessible novels and 
stories are now being recognized by cril-ics and sd\Olars as 
important documents in American literary and cultural history. 

Headline Address 
Gay Talese, journalist and author 

"John Pante and the Dilemma of the Italian­
American Writer" 

Friday, May 5, 8:00 p.m. 
CSULB Student Uruon 
Reception, 7:00 p.m. 

Keynote Speaker 
fay Marlut, Leo S Bmg Professor of English at Uruversity of Southern 
California and biographer of Henry Miller, Nathanael West, and 
others 

"John Fante: The Life of His Mind" 
Friday, May 5, 12:30 p.m. 
Seaport Marina Hotel, Long Beach 

Participants 
Vera Austin, CSU Long Beach 
Je.1.n Fra~~~~fn/r!~~~tt::::.

5
Mi~~Ls~.e Montaigne, Bordeaux, France 

A.I. Bezzerides, screenwriter 
Leonardo Buonomo, University of Trieste, Italy 
Mary Bu:~~~~.°t%/~~s':i~~0n:2'~~ Fante's A Wife for Dino Rossi'" 

"Possessing Women in John Fante's FictionH 
Richard ~f~t:~ f~t,t FeUow at the University of Bu~~rest, Romania 

Stephen -~:~H~~~!;°~u~hon Fante" 
Dominic Cretara, CSU Long Beach 

Rene Di~tt\~:~~rs,!St~r 7
0
~r~~r~-~lorado 

Geoffrey Dunn, documentary filmmaker 
"Fante and the Filipino" 

David Fine, CSU Long Beach 
.. Ask the Dust as L.A. Novel" 

Fred L. Gudaphe, Columbia College 
"John Fante's American Fantasia" 

Frank G~~;\~~f :hn~~~ ~f:,~\e Beach City College" 

Lucy Grj!J~~r~~~nce on Charles Bukowski 

George <?.i:!~~~~~~c<;~~odemism: John Fante's Ask lhe Dust'' 

Andrew .~~~:r;;n1:~il~: ~n~:r:~o/,•,J::ewi~~~a;s 
Kate Kordic.h, UC Santa Cruz 

"Fante's Fiction as Historical Narrative" 
Paulino Lim, CSU Long Beach 

Gerald L:~~W~,~lfti::g oi~~tino-Americans 
Fante and Bukowski 

Stefano Luconi, Third University of Rome 
"The Protean Ethnic Identities or John Fante's Characters" 

Louise "!,M~:~~~~~'~t~h~1:~'1~~~aen~ir S~o~esro~~~ Stony Brook 

Bill Neri~f~•1:'tra~}?~:r%~n~~itll~S\%uros Why John Fante's 

David v::l, ~ S~~id :~~t· 
Adrienne Pilon, CSU ~ng Beach. 

c:~vann.~s::un:ri~~-n~~:f~l~
0
~ ~~~ewo;~~fJ~t Fante" 

grnnak J ~t:!~ijJ~~n;~c~mmaker 
PHquale Verdkchio, tfc San Diego 

''Fante's Inferno~ 
David Viera, CSU Long Beach 
Maria Vieu, CSU, Lent Beach 

Donald ~Sh~~c~~ct"~lf-m~ 'r~~:~1e·s Early Fk~~n" 

ln attcndMCC wlU be me~.rs of John Fante's family. 

Screenings 
WAJT UNTIL SPRJ1:iG, BANDIN[ (Thursday, May 4, 8:00 p.m., Student Union, 

CSULB) • " 

JOHN F~S,t~~•m~.~;~~~~-~~~,:e~tpc>tn.itz (Friday, 
FULL OF Ltlij (Friday, May 5, 9,00 p.m., Student Uruon, ~IJLB) 

Sup~rt also provided by Friends of the Italian Program, and by The Department 
of Radio-Telcvision•Film, The Dc~tmenl of Comrcarative Literature, the Italian r
0
~:1.t~:ru~:~ui1

8
~f Art, e Student Eng ish Association, and The Cel"\ter 


